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L (cunmtly amended) A multi-fiber ferrule having a front &ce and an oppo^^ 
defining a longitudinal axis in a lengthwise Section, the multi-fiber femile comprising: 

an optical fiber receiving portion adjafceat the fiont face for receiving an end portion of at 
least one optical fiber, said optical fiber receiviiig portion coxnprising a plurality of optical fiber 
bores extcaxding parallel to the longitudinal axi$; . 

a lead-in portion adjacent the rear fkce fer receiving and guiding the at least one optical 
fib^ into the niulti-fiber ferrule; and 

an alignment portion between the optical fiber receiving portion and the lead-in portion 
for receivins ttxe at least one optical fiber and aligning the end portion of the at least one optical 
fiber with a respective one of the plurality of optical fib^ bore s wherein the alignment portion is 
cx>nfigured to receive at least two optical fibers and is adapted to sgparatA onA align the at least 
two optical fibers parallel t6 tiic lon piWfnal a xis in the lengthwise direction . 

2. (canceled) The multi-fiber femileaccordijjg to claim 1, wherein the aHgnm 
configu^ to receive at least two optical fibers and is adapted to separate and align the at least 
two optical fib^ parallel to the longitudinal axis in the lengthwise direction. 

3. (cuirebjayamOTded) The multi-fiber fernileaccorcKng to daiml^^ 

portion expands radially outward from the longitudinal axis in a direction extrading ftom the 
alignment portion toward the rear fece of the multi-fibo* female such that the lead-in portion 
guides the at least two optical fibets into the alignment portion generally parallel to the 
longitudinal axis. 
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4. (origiiial) The multi-fiber ferrule acoordicig to claim I, whereia at least a poitioii of the 
aligmnent portion has a generally oval sh^e in cross section and also comprises at least one 
sqparating rib for separating a plurality of optical fibers and aUgoxng tibe plurality of optical 
Sbers g&xec^y parallel to the longitudinal axis. 

5. (oiiginal) Ilie multi-fiber Imule according to claim I , wherein at least a portion of the 
alignment portion has a getterally figure^eight shape in cross section for maintaining a plurality 
of optical fibers generally parallel to die longitudinal axis. 

6. (original) The multi-fiber ferrule according to claim 1 » wherein the alignment portion 
comprises a ribbon alignm«t portion aiad a buffered fiber alignment portion, the ribbon 
alignmrat portion adjacent the optical fibe^ recdving portion and the buffered fiber alignment 
portion adjacent the lead-in portiOix 

7- (currently amended) The multi-fiber fenide according to claim 6, wherein the ribbon 
alignment portion has a generally rectangular shape in cross section for niaintaining the optical 
fibers of &e sn optical fiber ribbon parallel to the loii^tudinal axis. 

8. (original) The multi-fiber ferrule according to claim 6, wherein the buffered fiber aligmnent 
portion comprises an elongated portion that has a gene^y oval sbjapt in cross sectipn. 

9. (original) The multi-fiber ferrule according to claim 6, wherein the buffered fiber alignment 
portion comprises an elongated portion that has an oval shape in cross section. 
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10. (original) Themulti-fiberfernile according to 

partLon has a ooss section shape configured as two truncated circles adjaceat one another. 

11. (original) The iniflti-fiber fenide according to claim 6, whei^ 
portion is sized to allow at least one buffed fiber to pass therelhrotigh. 

12. (original) The multi-fiber fetiule According to ddim 1 1, whecein the at least one buffered 
fiber is about 650 microns in diametegr. 

13. (original) The multi-fibex ferrule according to claim 6, wherein the ribbon aUg^ 

is configured to aHga each of two optical fibers in a ribbon matrix with a respective optical fiber 
bore in the optical fiber receiving portion. 

14. (original) Themulti-fibcr feirule according to claim 1, wherein the femde^ 
configuration. 

15. (original) The multi-fiber female according to claim 3, 
expands in a radially outward direction fi-om ttie longitudinal axis. 

16. (original) The multi-fiber fcnule according to claim 3, wheor^ 

radially outward from the longitudinal axis in a nonlinear maimer such that the lead-in portion 
defines a curved wall, 

17. (original) llie multi-fiber ferule according to claim 3, wharein the lead-in p^ 
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expands in a radially outward direction from the longitudinal axis such that the lead-in portion 
has a generally frusto-conical shape. 

18. (Currently am^ded) A niulti-fiher ftotile hody comprising: 

a front face; 

an opposed rear &ce; 

an optical fiber receiving portion extending for a least a portion of a distance bebveen the 
front and rear faces, the optical fiber recedving portion being adjacent the fi:ont feoe of the muLti- 
fibex fcmde body to receive an «d of at least one optical fiber two optical flbera and comprising 
a plurality of optical fiber bores extending fiom the front face toward the rear face; and 

an aligmneut portion disposed between the optical fiber receiving portion and the rear 
fece 6)r receiving the at least Ono optical fiber two optical fibers and aligning the end portion of 
the at least one optical fiber two optical fibers with a respective one two of the plurality of optical 
fiber bores, wherein a portion of flie alignment pftrHA n has a rectangular gross secrion and is 
configured to alien each of two op tical fibers in a ribbon matrix with a i^pective one of the 
plurality of optical fiber bores : 

wherein the at least one optical fiber is selected from the group consistir^g of a buffered 
optical fiber and an optical fiber ribbon. 

19. (cuirentiy amended) Tliemiilti-fiber femde body of claim 18, further compra 

portion disposed between the rear fece and the alignment portion, the lead-in portion expanding 
xadially outward such that the lead-in portion is enable of guiding the at least 6 ia e- opticQl fiber 
two optical fibers into the adjacrait alignment portion. 
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20. (original) The mtilli-fiber fexrule body of claim 1 8, wherein at least a portion of the 
alignment portion is elongated and has a generally oval shape in ctoss section. 

21. (canceled) The multi-jSber ferrule body according to claim 18, wherein a portion of the 
alignment portion has a rectangular oposs section and is configured to align each of two optical 
fibers in a ribbon matrix with a respective one of the plurality of optical fiber bores. 

22. (original) A midti-fiberfeonle having a fiont&ce and an opposed rear face and de£^^ 
longitudinal axis in a lengthwise directioxx, the multi-fib^ feaxule comprising: 

an optical fiber receiving portion adjacent the fiont fece fi>f receiving the end portions of 
apturality of optical fibers, said optical fiber rectivix]igx>ortion comprisii^ apluiali^ of optical 
fiber bores extemdixxg parallel to the longitudinal axis; 

a lead-in portion adjacent the rear face finr receiving and guiding the plurality of optical 
fibers into the multi-fiber fexrule; and 

an alignment portion between the optical fiber receiving portion and the lead-in portion for 
receivixig the plurality of optical fibers and aligning the end portion of each of the plurality of 
Optical fibers with a respective one of Hxc plurality of optical fiber bores, the alignment portion 
comprising at least a portion having a generally oval Cross section and at least one separating rib 
for separating the plurality of optical fibers. 
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